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Instructions
The essay test written in English is from page three to five.
The content of the question is the same in Japanese and English.
The examination duration is 50 minutes.

Do not read anything aloud.
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Be sure to answer in the language for which you applied. If you answer in other
languages, your answer sheet will not be marked.

If you have selected to write the essay in English, write it in about 300 words.

Write your examinee number in the designated space on the answer sheet.

If you change answers, erase the original answers neatly and write the new answers.
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The answer sheet is printed on both sides. One side is the answer sheet for Japanese and the

other side is for English. When the examination is finished, submit only the answer sheet.
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Question

In 2009, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government introduced the “Forest Development Promotion Plan”,
which aims to promote forest circulation and enhance the management capabilities of forestry.

Figure 1 shows the ratio of artificial forests and natural forests in the Tama area in Tokyo. Figure 2
shows the age composition of artificial forests in Tokyo. Figure 3 shows the price trend of timber produced
in Tokyo. Figure 4 shows examples of forestry promotion measures in Tokyo shown in the “Forest
Development Promotion Plan.”

Identify one problem in forestry in Tokyo that can be found from Figure 1, 2, and 3. Then, with
reference to Figure 4, suggest one possible solution to the problem you mentioned. The solution in your

response should be different from the examples of measures listed in Figure 4.

Figure 1 The ratio of artificial forests and natural forests in the Tama area in Tokyo
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Due to rounding, percentages do not add up to 100%. 1 hectare equals 10,000m?.
Figure 1 is adapted from Tokyo Metropolitan Bureau of Industrial and Labor Affairs’
The forest and forestry in Tokyo 2022.



Figure 2 The age composition of artificial forests in Tokyo

Forest Resource Composition (Coniferous Plantation Forests)
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* The unit “age class” in the table refers to a five-year range of forest age. The year when the
saplings are planted is counted as the first year, and year | through 5 are counted as the “first age

class.” The standard for harvesting timber is age class 11 or higher.

Figure 2 is adapted from Tokyo Metropolitan Bureau of Industrial and Labor Affairs’
The forest and forestry in Tokyo 2022.

Figure 3 The price trend of timber produced in Tokyo
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Figure 3 is adapted from Tokyo Metropolitan Bureau of Industrial and Labor Affairs’

The forest and forestry in Tokyo 2022.



Figure 4 Examples of forestry promotion measures in Tokyo shown in the “Forest Development Promotion

Plan”

Building a brand image: Brand timber produced in the Tama area in Tokyo (Tama timber)
Measure 1 by conducting PR activities using the name recognition of “Tokyo™ and by introducing a
quality certification system.

Effective information distribution: Establishment of showrooms that display wooden
Measure 2 office spaces and wooden folk crafts from each prefecture, and actively promote the
benefit of Tama timber or other domestic timber and new ways to use it.

Promotion of participation in forestry by companies: The amount of carbon dioxide
Measure 3 absorbed or fixed through companies’ participation in forestation activities and use of

Tama timber is quantified, and the Tokyo Metropolitan Government provides certification.

Figure 4 is adapted from Tokyo Metropolitan Bureau of Industrial and Labor Affairs’

Forest Development Promotion Plan.



