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Language translation applications have now become commonplace on our
smartphones and devices. Many of which can perform translations from a
variety on inputs such as images, screenshots, typed messages, recorded
dialogue and even on-the-fly translation for immediate use in conversations.
Although this may be true, | believe the statement that we do “not need to learn
a language” is an exaggeration as language tools are still developing and it is
also important to consider the cultural significance of language learning.

Translation software has improved the ability of many people to communicate 2 O
and understand in another language. For instance, when | communicate in my
non-native language, | often translate phrases from English for use in
conversation. | also take pictures of notices and translate them so | can
understand what is important. These applications are not perfect and | do not
use them to translate whole conversations because it is slow and it feels quite
unnatural or awkward. The software has a lot of trouble translating how people
actually talk and write such as using metaphors or figurative language.

Learning a language is more than simply memorizing words and studying
grammar. To have command of another language in a non-native tongue
means that you have an understanding the culture that the language is
associated with. For example, when | lived in France, | found it fascinating that
many words in French differ if you are male or female and that a lot of words
share roots with other European languages. Making these discoveries is
satisfying and motivates people to continue learning, even if they will never
‘perfect’ a language completely. The process is worth the effort.

To conclude, | go back to my first points that translation software has made our
lives easier to communicate and understand others but it cannot replace our
own thinking skills, desire for knowledge and cultural connections. Companies
may claim that their product is the perfect language tool but that hasn’t been
true in my experience. (330 words)
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